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The effect of Pumpkin oil (Cucurbita pepo) during starter and grower period on performance and
mortality of broiler chickens under heat stress

Abstract

This experiment performed due to examine the effect of Pumpkin oil (Cucurbita pepo) during starter and
grower period on performance and mortality of broiler chickens under heat stress. A total of 120 broiler
chickens, Cobb 500 commercial strain, were used in a completely randomized design with 3 treatments, 4
replicates and 10 chickens in each replicate. The level of oil added to diet were O (control), 4 and 8 g’kg DM
diet. Results of the experiment showed that using pumpkin oil decreased feed intake and body weight gain
(P<0.05). Indeed, pumpkin oil decreased broiler chickens’ mortality under heat stress (P<0.05).

Key words: pumpkin oil, performance, mortality, heat stress.




